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TO  THE 


APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY 

OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


On  submitting  their  Annual  Report  to  the  Company  for  the 
year  ending  12th  March,  a.  d.  1850,  the  Managers  of  the  Ap¬ 
prentices’  Library  have  the  satisfaction  to  add  the  experience  of 
another  year  to  the  testimony  of  many  preceding  ones,  in  favour 
of  the  growing  usefulness  of  the  institution,  and  the  promise  it 
affords  of  supplying  a  still  increasing  and  more  wide  spread 
want  in  the  community. 

Its  ministrations,  though  not  confined  or  limited  to  any  one 
class,  are  chiefly  to  that  which  embraces  the  humble  and  unin¬ 
structed  ;  offering  alike  to  all,  without  distinction  or  partiality, 
an  ample  source  of  useful  knowledge. 

About  to  surrender  up  to  the  Company  the  trust  confided  to 
them  for  the  year  now  ended,  the  Managers  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
a  few  of  the  peculiar  advantages  of  this  institution  in  a  compar¬ 
ative  view  ;  and  in  doing  so,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  first, 
to  what  class  of  persons  are  the  benefits  of  the  Company  more 
particularly  directed  ;  and  secondly,  what  are  its  means,  and  the 
mode  or  plan  of  diffusing  those  benefits  ;  and  in  the  third  place, 
of  what  nature  is  the  evidence  of  its  salutary  influences  over  the 
youth  now  growing  up,  to  stamp  with  their  own,  the  future  cha¬ 
racter  and  destiny  of  our  city. 

For  an  answer  to  the  first  of  the  foregoing  inquiries,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  refer  to  the  corporate  title  of  the  Company  itself. 
Its  name  is  significant  of  its  original  purpose — to  supply  to  the 
apprentice,  whose  time  is  wholly  the  property  of  a  master,  and 
whose  opportunities  for  acquiring  any  general  knowledge,  are, 
(beyond  the  express  provisions  of  the  indenture  that  binds  him 
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to  service),  usually  very  limited,  and  frequently  wholly  wanting, 
the  means,  without  any  conflict  with  the  duties  of  his  position, 
of  acquiring  a  degree  of  knowledge,  limited  only,  by  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  application  he  may  bring  to  its  attainment. 

And  secondly,  of  its  means.  The  Library  of  this  Company  con¬ 
tains  at  present  8590  volumes  in  the  Boys  department,  and  2780 
volumes  in  that  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Girls;  makingjan 
aggregate  of  11,370  volumes,  constantly  accessible  to  appren¬ 
tices  (and  others  in  want  of  its  benefits,)  of  both  sexes  ;  and  that 
too,  upon  the  most  liberal  terms,  being  subject  to  no  other,  than 
the  single  and  easy  condition — that  the  book  loaned  shall  be 
faithfully  returned.  And  your  Managers  believe  that  a  very 
significant  expression  of  the  favour  with  which  these  opportuni¬ 
ties  are  regarded,  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  during  the  past 
year  21,279  books  have  been  loaned  to  the  boys,  and  13,129 
books  to  the  girls  within  the  same  period ;  together  making  an 
aggregate  of  34,408  books  that  have  been  sent  out,  to  leave  their 
impressions  upon  the  youthful  mind,  within  our  city  and  county. 

The  mode  of  selecting  books  for  this  Library,  is  believed  also 
to  afford  a  valuable  security  against  the  introduction  of  any  of  a 
pernicious  tendency;  all  the  books  are  selected  by  a  standing 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  before  any  purchase 
is  confirmed,  a  list  of  those  selected  is  read  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Managers  ;  so  that  none  of  an  injurious  tendency,  would,  even 
by  a  mistake  or  oversight  of  the  committee,  be  likely  to  find  their 
way  to  the  shelves  of  the  Library. 

This  circumstance  is  important  in  two  aspects ;  in  the  first 
place,  when  we  consider  the  avidity  with  which  the  youthful 
mind  naturally  seizes  upon  the  marvellous  and  extravagant,  and 
the  eagerness  with  which  it  generally  appropriates  to  itself  the 
lessons  inculcated  by  vicious  companions,  (whether  those  com¬ 
panions  be  books  or  rational  beings  ;)  and  when  we  take  notice, 
secondly,  of  the  fact,  that  much  of  the  light  literature  of  the  age 
is  stamped  with  evidences  of  the  debased  minds  of  its  authors, 
it  becomes  eminently  necessary,  that  those  to  whom  is  confided 
the  important  trust  of  selecting  those  companions,  should  be  im¬ 
bued  with  a  proper  regard  for  the  moral  character  of  such,  whom 
they  may  distinguish  by  their  choice. 

As  to  the  third  proposition,  having  reference  to  the  influences 
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of  this  Library  over  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the 
young,  who  are  admitted  to  its  advantages,  the  Managers  might 
adduce,  as  an  indication  thereof,  the  number  of  boys  and  girls 
at  present  using  the  Library,  the  annual  increase  of  those  num¬ 
bers  ;  the  kind  of  books  mostly  inquired  for ;  the  fidelity  and 
promptness  with  which  the  books  loaned  were  generally  pre¬ 
served  and  returned  ;  and  the  eagerness  with  which  the  best 
sort  of  books  are  constantly  sought  after,  &c. 

And  moreover,  the  single  fact  alone,  that  in  the  midst  of  a 
community,  so  famous  as  is  our  city,  for  its  abundance  of  those 
entertainments,  which,  while  they  attract  the  young  with  a  force 
almost  irresistible,  afford  them  no  valuable  return  for  their  time 
and  money,  nearly  one  thousand  boys  are  constantly  found  pre¬ 
ferring  the  solid  and  profitable  entertainment  furnished  by  this 
Institution,  announces,  as  your  Managers  believe,  in  no  equivo¬ 
cal  language,  the  steady  progress  of  those  wholesome  influences 
claimed  for  this  Library. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  Managers  beg  leave  to 
append  to  their  Report,  one  or  two  short  extracts,  from  several 
communications  received  by  them  during  the  last  year,  expressly 
imputing  to  the  influences  we  have  above  referred  to,  the  moral 
and  intellectual  advancement  of  their  authors. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  the  annual  increase  of  the  number  of  Boys 
using  the  Library,  has  apparently,  during  the  last  year,  fallen 
short  of  its  usual  maximum. 

This  it  is  believed,  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  recent  introduction 
of  night  schools,  which  have  temporarily  drawn  a  large  number 
of  boys  in  that  direction,  in  pursuit  of  instruction  not  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  our  Library.  And  added  to  this  cause,  may  be  men- 

oned  also,  the  new  and  somewhat  more  stringent  rule,  (referred 
.0  in  last  year’s  report,)  adopted  by  the  Board,  for  greater  secu¬ 
rity  against  false  guarantees  ;  which  no  doubt  will,  for  a  season, 
deny  such  the  advantages  of  the  Library,  as  are  not  at  present 
prepared  to  seek  them  under  a  fair  and  salutary  regulation. 

But  reference  to  the  records  of  the  Company,  however,  will 
show,  that  the  numbers  diverted  from  their  attendance  here  by 
the  cause  first  above  mentioned,  are  fully  compensated  by  new 
applicants,  most  of  whom  have  not  hitherto  enjoyed  its  benefits. 

Among  the  earliest  and  most  valuable  of  our  domestic  chari- 
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ties,  we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  sustaining  an 
institution  whose  long  career  of  usefulness,  taken  together  with 
its  settled  and  permanent  and  increasing  abilities  to  do  good, 
justly  entitles  it  to  the  sober  consideration  and  liberal  support  of 
an  intelligent  and  benevolent  community. 

J.  BOUVIER, 

Wm.  R.  Maxfield,  Chairman. 

Sec’y. 


Extracts  from  the  communications  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 

Report. 

u  Having  derived  much  benefit  when  an  apprentice,  from 
your  excellent  institution,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting 
the  accompanying  volume  to  the  Library,  as  an  humble  testimo¬ 
nial  of  gratitude,  and  of  the  many  pleasing  recollections  asso¬ 
ciated  with  it.” 


u  As  I  am  about  leaving  this  city,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  be¬ 
fore  doing  so,  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  benefits 
I  have  derived  from  your  Library. 

“  I  shall  ever  look  back  with  pleasure  to  your  kindness  and 
liberality  which  has  held  out  to  me  (and  others)  so  many  means 
of  improvement ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my  circumstances 
are  such  at  present  that  I  can  do  nothing  more  than  return  you 
my  heartfelt  thanks  and  most  lively  gratitude ;  hoping  that  my 
condition  may  be  such  at  some  future  day,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
aid  you  in  this  noble  enterprise.’’ 
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REPORT  OF  BOYS’  LIBRARIAN. 

21,279  Books  loaned  during  the  year. 

613  New  applicants. 

950  Now  using  the  Library. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  GIRLS’  LIBRARIAN. 

13,129  Books  loaned  during  the  year. 

474  New  applicants. 

554  Now  using  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  BOOK  COMMITTEE. 

487  Books  added  to  the  Boys’  Library. 

293  Books  added  to  the  Girls’  Library. 


23  Members  and  12  Life  Members  elected  since  last  Report. 


The  Library  is  located  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Fifth  and 
Arch  Streets.  It  is  open  for  delivery  of  books  to  Boys  on 
every  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  ;  and 
for  Girls  on  every  Thursday  and  Saturday  afternoon. 


TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Two  dollars  per  annum,  or  twenty-five  dollars  for  life. 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST. 

“  I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Apprentices’  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia.” 
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LIST  OF  SUBSCRIBERS 


TO  THE 

APPRENTICES’  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 


A. 

Lewis  R.  Ashhurst, 
Charles  Atkinson, 
Charles  H.  Abbott, 
George  Abbott, 

Samuel  T.  Altemus, 
Wm.  M.  Alburger, 
James  Allen, 

Joshua  W.  Ash,  M.  D. 
Geo.  S.  Appleton, 

T.  S.  Arthur, 

John  L.  Adamson, 

Joseph  Allison. 

B. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.  D. 
Isaac  Barton, 

Frederick  Brown, 

Miers  Busch, 

James  B.  Baggs, 

Daniel  Bray, 

William  Biddle, 

Joseph  S.  Burnett, 

P:  Brady, 

Francis  N.  Buck, 
Alexander  Dallas  Bache, 
David  S.  Brown, 
Thomas  Boyd, 

Lewis  Brown, 

Moses  Brown, 
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Jeremiah  M.  Buck, 
Francis  Bacon, 

Jos.  T.  Baily, 

J.  P.  Brown, 

Conrad  Bard, 

Wm.  Burns, 

Jas.  H.  Bryson, 


Levi  Beck, 

Wm.  H.  Bacon, 

Wm.  Bolton. 

C. 

Joseph  Cresson, 

James  G.  Crozer, 

John  Cooper, 

Christian  Cornelius, 
Carpenters’  Company, 

John  Carter, 

John  W.  Claghorn, 

Wm.  M.  Collins, 

Robert  Cornelius, 

John  C.  Cresson, 

Thomas  Ellwood  Chapman, 
Hulings  Cowperthwait, 
Samuel  J.  Creswell, 

Wm.  M.  Clark, 

A.  H.  Campbell, 

Caleb  H.  Canby, 

William  Campbell, 

Jos.  H.  Collins, 

James  L.  Claghorn, 

L.  Wilmer  Carmel, 

S.  J.  Christian, 

Francis  Carpenter, 

Andrew  Comstock, 

A.  Theodore  Chur, 

Charles  W.  C.  Crane, 
Henry  C.  Corbit, 

William  P.  Cresson, 

A.  D.  Caldwell, 

Geoge  Morrison  Coates, 

Jas.  Cassidy, 

Isaac  Collins, 

Edwin  R.  Cope, 

Geo.  Campbell, 

Harry  Conrad, 

J.  G.  Clarkson, 

Geoge  W.  Carpenter, 
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George  Campbell, 

A.  B.  Cutton, 

Frances  Lea  Clement, 

Gilbert  Combs. 

D. 

Mordecai  L.  Dawson, 

Win.  J.  Duane, 

John  C.  Da  Costa, 

George  Dilks, 

Charles  Desilver, 

Charles  L.  Desauque, 

James  Douglass, 

Wm.  H.  Dillingham, 

Wm.  Daniels, 

Isaac  A.  Davis, 

Henry  Dallett, 

Geo.  W.  Donohue, 

Ferdinand  J.  Dreer, 

Sami.  M.  Day, 

Elizabeth  Daniels. 

E. 

Isaac  Elliott, 

G.  Emerson,  M.  D. 

John  Ely, 

Adam  Everly, 

Charles  Ellis, 

Alfred  Langdon  Elwyn,  M.  D. 
Jamas  Euston, 

Edward  E.  Eyre, 

John  A.  Elkinton, 

Hugh  Elliott. 

F. 

Alexander  Fullerton,  Jr. 

John  C.  Farr, 

Henry  Farnum, 

Jason  L.  Fennimore, 

J.  C.  Field, 

Wm.  Finley, 

George  W.  Farnum, 

Thomas  Fisher, 

Mrs.  Wm.  Florence, 

Thomas  Francis, 

Armstrong  Flomerfelt. 

G. 

Thomas  C.  Garrett, 

George  Gardom, 

Jesse  Godley, 

Thos.  W.  Gibson, 

George  R.  Graham, 

L.  A.  Godey, 

Joseph  Gilbert. 

H. 

Benjamin  M.  Hollinshead, 
James  Y.  Humphreys, 

James  Hutchinson, 

Wm.  Hodgson,  Jr. 


Ezekiel  Htmn, 

Thomas  Hutchinson, 
John  W.  Horner, 
Joseph  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Harkness, 
Thomas  Hartley, 

S.  Hufty, 

Wm.  Hamilton, 
Francis  Hey], 

John  Hudders, 

Wm.  T.  Howell, 
Lindley  Haines, 

Arthur  II.  Howell, 
Sigmund  H.  Horstman, 
A.  W.  Harrison, 
Edward  Hopper, 
George  Hayes, 

Eden  Haydock, 

J.  Boyd  Hamilton, 

John  Hewitt. 

J. 

Isaac  C.  Jones, 

L.  Johnson, 

Walter  R.  Johnson, 
Samuel  Jeanes, 

Wm.  D.  Jones,  M. 

J.  Warner  Johnson, 
Topliff  Johnson, 

Wm.  D.  Jones,  P. 
Joseph  W.  Jones, 
Charles  C.  Jackson, 
George  B.  Jones, 

Joshua  T.  Jeanes. 

K. 

Charles  Keen, 

James  Kay  Jr. 

John  Kates, 

Wm.  Kite, 

Bushrod  YV.  Knight, 
John  Kilgore, 

John  YV.  Kelly, 

Reeve  L.  Knight, 

Edwin  King, 

Charles  Kemble, 

John  Ketchum, 

S.  B.  Kelly, 

Joseph  Kite. 

L. 

Isaac  Lloyd,  Jr. 

Robert  Lesley, 

Jacob  Lex, 

Charles  F.  Lex, 

George  F.  Lewis, 

Joseph  Lea,  Jr. 

Milton  J.  Lukens, 

Jacob  Loudenslager, 


13 


Joseph  S.  Lovering, 
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Jacob  B.  Lancaster. 
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Washington  T.  Landell, 
Wm.  A.  Leary, 
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